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Celebrating Lifelong Learning

In March BEACON held the first annu@klebrating Lifelong Learningeceptions sponsored by Bull Run Rotary
Club which put the spotlight on learner succesbe®nty-two BEACON learners read aloud at literaggaptions
on March 20 at City Tavern in Old Town Manassastdi®21 at Georgetown South Community Center and
March 27 at Bethel Lutheran Church. They read pabéssays and biographies, textbook excerptsirenils sto-
ries, and one student even sang. Certificates presented and
refreshments served at the receptions attendedrigipants,
their families, tutors, staff, BEACON Board memhdRstary
Club members and members of the community.
The receptions encouraged the learners to celet@iteown
success, and gave them the opportunity to chooaeingiul
material to read. Rotary set aside money to puechasks for
the learners to read, in addition to donating dye00 used
books for BEACON learners and their children over past
year. Especially touching were the six students veladl original
essays about their struggles and successes itnig&nglish,
reading and writing and the students who read bduksthey
read to their children before bedtime. Another hiitt at Be-
thel Lutheran was when adult learner, Rafael Figasandgsod
Bless AmericaThe motivation and dedication of our learners sggarent to all present. The event also show-
cased the good work of BEACON. In the last sevgeals we have seen remarkable educational garisto-
dents as well as an increase in the number ofsadefted.
BEACON thanks the Bull Run Rotary Club for theinmmitment to literacy. We especially appreciatedfierts
of Gail Kettlewell, Donna Flory and Dan Radtke wiere on theCelebrating Lifelong Learningommittee. The
learners, tutors and entire organization have schrimbe proud of - we look forward @elebrating Lifelong
Learningagain next year!

Because of Winn Dixie...

BEACON is now offering a literature workshop begimmin July for students transition-
ing from English for Speakers of Other Language3dE) to Adult Basic Literacy
(ABE). The students in this group have speakintissiat have improved beyond the
level of “Advanced ESOL" and their next goal iscancentrate on reading and writing in
English, while continuing to perfect their speaksigjls.
The Literature Workshop

will resemble a book club, studyimgcause of

Winn Dixieby Kate DiCamillo. The last day will

feature the movie followed by discussion.

We thank Carole O'Sullivan, retired teacher and
BEACON volunteer of two years, who brought this
idea to fruition. Her commitment, desire to help he
students and wonderful teaching skills have been
invaluable to her classes and everyone at BEACON.

www.beaconliteracy.org



Returning the Favor: A BEACON Volunteer Profile

In the BEACON office we refer to Sue Kang-Blosjatlas “tutor with the mostest”.
Sue has been tutoring with BEACON since Octobe624 is already a highly
sought after teacher. Sue devotes several hoahsvezek tutoring up to 20 adult
learners at 2 BEACON sites as well as a one-onatatteh at the Bull Run Library.
Sue’s interest in adult literacy is one rootedxpexience; Sue immigrated from
Pusan, South Korea in 1979 with her parents. “Bseabenefited from ESL on my
arrival to the United States, | find it valuabletgresting and rewarding to be able to
return the favor now that | have mastered the Ehdlinguage and taken steps to
learn Spanish,” explains Sue. Sue learned abo AN while taking Spanish
language courses at NOVA. Her teacher, Christpa&-Early, suggested she
check into BEACON to match Sue’s love of volunteeriand education. Besides
being a great tutor for BEACON, Sue volunteerseatdaughter’s school, pursues
continuing education and in hg_ ; ;
free time enjoys her dogs, the ...After a few sessions, I dlscov_ered that a
ocean and kayaking and camping in the Shenandoah. | mutual respect easily develops in a peer td
Sue also has a background in working with handiedhil- | P€€r, teacher to student relationship. | fee
dren and admits she was apprehensive about teaathirty. | motivated to help the students achieve the
Wielding a white board as she works with adulttess, Sue|goals and am rewarded when they do.”
drives her students to progress through conceptedEng-
lish language. In order to assist comprehensioa,ddves her students basic rules to assist thatevaloping
thoughts and verbal communication that can be sttt community and workplace. Some of the sttal€ne
has worked with had no comprehension in their edimguage. In March, BEACON host€dlebrate Lifelong
Learningin collaboration with Bull Run Rotary ClulSeveral of Sue’s students participated in the ebgmirit-
ing and reciting their personal stories, challermygs goals relating to literacy. This was an eiserthat Sue and
her students worked on for many session hours aedtat highly impacted the crowd.
It is these reasons and results that BEACON rezegrour many volunteers. They are the backbotteeof
BEACON Adult Literacy organization and we cannanhk them enough for their commitment and compadsion
our mission.

A Marathon to GED
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. Census numbers report that of
Program management has recently witnessed a treadgpour GED learn- the 231,792 adults above age 45

ers and is addressing it by providing customizedGEssions that fit the
individual learner skill level. Individuals thaave the ability to take the
GED test or need only 2-3 months of tutoring areaqus average GED cli-
ent. Those individuals have accomplished theit gothe past several ye
based on the Governors Race to GED initiative. tfdrd is at the basic level where individualsatra 3rd— 8th
grade educational functioning level and requireggomg assistance to achieve their goal of a GEBAGON
assessed GED learners as a whole resulting inetbedapment of a tiered GED curriculum customized/iere
learner educational needs most commonly fall. @hiess are identified as 1) Foundations 2) Pre-GRED

3) GED prep. Learning and teaching materials stpypthese 3 tiers have been identified, acquaed a pilot
of the new curriculum is currently in session. t&afe and web-based resources are now being réseia fur-
ther enhance the educational experience of BEACEN (&arners.

Many learners that successfully participate in BEXXNCs ESOL component go on to our GED componentito o
tain an American diploma. The most common reaged by all learners continuing on to the GED i®ktain
work or a better position within their current emyrhent. It has been proven in population surveyslacted by
the U.S. Census Bureau that educational attainteeelis a strong indicator, if not the stronges$ta person’s 40
year earnings potential. Individuals without athgghool diploma earn, on average, $800,000 ovged€s.

Add a diploma and that figure increases by 27%in@trom no diploma to an associate’s degree oivadgnt is
a 43% increase in earning potential over a lifetand prospective positive financial contributiorattocal econ-
omy. This is the final goal BEACON has for allitsf learners; to become empowered, self-sufficient to con-
tribute to the well being of their families, theoeomy and the community.

in BEACON’s service area,
15.6% do not have a high scho@
diploma.

www.beaconliteracy.org



Making a Difference: The Safeway Foundation

In March BEACON Adult Literacy was fortunate to tleosen for the first
time as one of 13 Safeway Foundation grant redipiefihe $5,000 award
will enable BEACON to expand on the GED progranotigh the pur-
chase of GED preparatory software. The Safewandaiion focuses
their grant making on several impact areas, intiaéeducation program-
ming being one of them. The foundation is fundeduwsively through
employee contributions through payroll deductiéunding decisions
made by the Foundation’s Board are influenced g\&ay’'s contributing
employees who submit the focus area they wishppat each fall. The
regional Board meets quarterly to review grant sebimns and make
funding decisions. In the March review there witesubmissions. The
BEACON staff feels very fortunate to have The SafgWwoundation as a
partner in the battle against illiteracy. This advBtom The Safeway
Foundation allows BEACON the opportunity to follawr strategic plan

to further respond to the needs of the communitiytagether continue preston Potter, Bristow Store Manager presents

“making a difference.” grant award to Sonya Jacob, BEACON Director &
Walt Godlewski, BEACON Board Co-Chairman.

BEACON Director Change

Volunteer efforts and community support have alld\B&ACON to thrive
(. # in its vision to provide free educational programadults in the western
. Prince William County area. In the last three yda®s seen many lives
positively affected through education. ObtaininGE&D, gaining citizen-
ship, acquiring English language skills, or leagiia read and write, de-
spite the many challenges faced, helps our leammgnove their lives.
Volunteer and community commitment to BEACON malli¢his possi-
ble. 'm impressed and motivated by the voluntedns selflessly give
their time and talents, and a community giving ficial resources, space
for classes, learner referrals and other resources.

As many of you know, | am expecting my third chitdSeptember. After
yory Y g my p
( & much careful consideration, | have decided to ppprofessional career
R on hold while | spend time with my family. | predibat | will use similar
i - skills in my new role as | did at BEACON —res ience, organization
y g g
( and a “tolerance for ambiguity;” | thank you all these lessons. | will
( & miss the spirit of BEACON which has touched my lifeso many ways.

| continue to be very committed to adult literacylaspecially to the
(o]t BEACON Adult Literacy Program. The BEACON Boardlofmited Juris-
# diction and the Benedictine Sisters are workingetbgr to search for a
new Director prior to my departure in Septembere Bisters and the
BEACON Board are committed to maintaining the ediocal programs
that have become such an im-
portant resource to the commBEACON'’s Activity Calendar is now
nlty | valued WOTking with the available online!
community and our partners aj:
Director and thank you for you visit us at www.beaconliteracy.org to
continued support during this | get the latest dates on sessions, regs-
transition. tration and events.
Now that’'s News You Can Ude

www.beaconliteracy.org



Save the Datel

BEACON, Loudoun Literacy Council and Literacy
Volunteers of Fauquier County will collaborate twsh
a volunteer training covering ESL, ABE and mateti

and methods relating to curriculum and instructio

When: August 23, 2007; 8:00 am-9:15 pmMorn-
ing, afternoon and evening sessions availablendtte
one or alll

Where: Bethel Lutheran Church, 8712 Plantation
Lane, Manassas, VA 20110

Registration Deadline: _August 16, 2007
Registration: $10 one session; $15 two or more.
BEACON scholarships all BEACON volunteers ang
tutors.

Workshops include New Tutor Training, UsiNgws
in the ClassroomMore Than Tutoring and more!
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Contributing to BEACON...

We have recently been awarded inclusion in2b@7
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC)}hat begins ifDc-
[tober. Once assigned, our CFC number will be posted
the September newsletter as well as the BEACON ivee
[ (www.beaconliteracy.org). If you are interestedhalping
with this campaign, please contact our Developrivéant-
ager, Jennifer Rader, at 703-361-0106 or by emht-
sosb@comcast.net.

Just a reminder that, although BEACON is not a éthit
Way agency, BEACON Adult Literacy can be contrilalife
to throughUnited Way as a “write in” agency.

BEACON Now Accepts Credit Contributions!
We are very happy to accommodate convenience in ¢
tributing to adult literacy programming. Enclosadhis
issue you will find the remittance envelope reviseth-
clude a credit card contribution option. We wilbpess
your contribution at the BEACON offices and sene-a
ceipt for your records. Online contributions camfiede
at www.beaconliteracy.org

Vision: BEACON facilitates an enhanced quality of life dor learners and their families by providing fredueation pro-
grams. Addressing the changing needs of residaritsei Western Prince William County area througdtrategy that lever-
ages well-trained volunteers, technology, partngrstand alliances, BEACON offers literacy programsdults and empow-

ers participants to achieve their goals.

9535 Linton Hall Road
Bristow, VA 20136
English: (703) 368-7491
Spanish: (703) 331-5513
www.beaconliteracy.org
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